Students See Pipe Bursting Firsthand

TTC faculty and students had the pleasure
of visiting a pipe bursting project recently
that only required a short walk from the
classroom to the site. Local contractor Jabar
Construction, with subcontractor Insituform
Technologies, was the low bidder for trench-

less replacement and rehabilitation work in .

Ruston, La. Jabar conducted the pipe burst-

ing work and Insituform was responsible for
the CIPP lining.
The project began
in late April and
by mid-May, the
pipe bursting work
was under way.

A large group of
students and fac-
ulty took . this
opportunity as a
break in final
exams and grading

" to view one of the

© first pipe bursting

Jabar Construction’s pulling box  segments.  The

for pipe bursting. segment “involved

approximately . a

400-ft pull of 8-in. HDPE pipe to replace a

deteriorated 6-in. clay pipe. The pull includ-

ed passing through one intervening manhole

and proceeded without incident, although

the pipe bursting crew admitted to a little

stage fright in the presence of such a large
audience. ; :
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TTC students observe pipe bursting.

Ruston Utilities Director  Richard - Aillet
commented, “It was a pleasure to have the
Louisiana Tech students and TTC faculty out
for a visit. Sometimes trying to visualize a
process from classroom lectures, textbooks and
PowerPoint presentations pales in comparison
to seeing the process in action.”

TTC's Director,

Ray Sterling added,

“This project is a

wonderful opportu-

nity to show trench-

less technology in

action. .- And, it

allows students the

Ruston Utiliies Director Richard - chance to _discuss
Aillet explains trenchless the particulars of a

technology to local reporter,  Situation with the
on-site workers.”

TTC welcomes three new Industry Advisory Board (IAB) members. As
an industry representative, Nabil Shehade from Ameron International
Corp. joined the board in April. Shehade is the director of business devel-
opment for Ameron, a multinational manufacturer whose products include
water transmission lines, coatings and fiberglass-composite pipe. Shehade
is a registered, professional civil engineer and has worked for Ameron since

1980.

In addition, two new public
works - members have recently
joined the board. John Redner, Shehade
from the Los Angeles County
Sanitation District, who intro-
duced the “pickle jar” test for coatings and lining
materials for manholes and pipes, became a member in
early May. Gunars Sreibers, representing King County,
Wash., joined in April. He heads the preparations for
the extensive sewer improvement program in Seattle

Redner Sreibers and the surrounding areas. '
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